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Creativity (or "creativeness") is a mental process 
involving the generation of new ideas or 
concepts, or new associations between existing 
ideas or concepts.

Creativity is the act of turning new and 
imaginative ideas into reality. Creativity involves 
two processes: thinking, then producing. 
Innovation is the production or implementation 
of an idea.  If you have ideas but don’t act on 
them, you are imaginative but not creative.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Idea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Idea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Concepts
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Concepts


More About Creativity

ERICH FROMM: Creativity requires the courage 
to let go of certainties.

RAY BRADBURY: Life is trying things to see if 
they work. 

LINUS PAULING: The best way to have a good idea 
is to have lots of ideas. 

BUCKMINSTER FULLER: There is nothing in a 
caterpillar that tells you it's going to be a 
butterfly.
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Encouraging Creativity

Lan Belkin, Composer

I see creativity in musical composition as an 
example of the human capacity for problem 
solving, and for inventing rich imaginative 
worlds.  

These two elements are linked: For an imaginative 
world to be convincing, it has to be coherent and 
consistent, which requires problem solving, in 
combining musical elements in ways which fit the 
individual work.



Encouraging Creativity

Edward Wolf and Kathryn Linden

Found that highly motivated children performed 
better on divergent thinking tasks than did 
children exhibiting low motivation levels.



Is this Improvisation?

John Mack, Principal 
Oboe of the Cleveland 
Orchestra for 36 years

“I once played my oboe 
solo in a brahms 
symphony.  I had played 
it the exact same way 
100 times before but 
this time I held one 
note a little longer 
for expressive 
purposes....  



Or is this Creativity?

John Mack, Principal 
Oboe of the Cleveland 
Orchestra for 36 years

...After the concert 
several orchestra 
members came and told 
me they either liked it 
or didn’t, but everyone 
noticed that one small 
creative change.”


