
Teaching 
Improvisation
 to Beginning 

Instrumentalists



|imˌpräviˈzā sh ən| Happens
To create and perform (music, drama, or verse) 
spontaneously or without preparation

To produce or make (something) from whatever is 
available



Why Teach It to Beginners?

A logical progression to echo playing, sound 
before symbol

Builds musical independence

Encourages Careful Listening

It’s fun!



Encouraging Young
Students to Improvise

Move from known to unknown

Break down complex tasks into component parts

Rehearse rhythm and pitch patterns

Use no printed music (Student or Teacher)

Allow “mistakes” (Student and Teacher)

Use the piano For harmony and tempo

Include compound meters and minor harmony



Still Emphasize Good...

Posture

Holding position

Breathing

Embouchure

Tone



You Can Mess With...

In Prioritized Order

Rhythm

Pitch

Articulation

Dynamics



Before Playing

1. Sing the song

2. Echo rhythm patterns

3. Improvise rhythm 
patterns

4. Echo solfege patterns

5. Improvise solfege 
patterns



With Playing
6. Echo rhythm patterns

7. improvise rhythm 
patterns

8. Echo pitch patterns

9. Improvise pitch 
patterns

10. Echo melodies

11. Improvise Melodies


