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  Last night was movie night, featuring Cider House Rules.  But, first, let’s rewind to last weekend. 

Because we still had a Blockbuster coupon to redeem, we picked up four movies on Saturday.  In addition to CHR, we rented Any Given Sunday, High Fidelity and Reindeer Games.  By Sunday night we’d only had a chance to see three of them, so that left CHR for during the week.

Let’s review.

Any Given Sunday --  except for Al Pacino moping through most of the movie, and a scene where an eyeball is retrieved from the 30 Yard Line, this was a good example of Oliver Stone doing what he does best; making a movie with depth and impact.  

High Fidelity --  We hadn’t seen a John Cusack in almost three years.  It’s a shame, because he really knows his craft.  The supporting actors, however, really make this movie fun and worth the three bucks to rent.

Reindeer Games --  This one kinda stumbles along at first but, by the end, you look back and realize it was a pretty entertaining movie.  Plus, Charlize Theron is in this one.  She’s one of the few good actresses who do not hesitate to remove their clothes for the sake of art.  We should support that.

We saved CHR for last because we knew it would be good.  Besides Michael Caine, this movie also featured Charlize Theron.  So, the only real suspense was concerning at what point in the movie would she remove her clothes and for how long.

A truly splendid movie and well worth the two-and-a-half hours on your butt, even without Ms. Theron.  It made us want to go find an orphanage so we could read them stories and call them Kings.  Unfortunately, this movie is set in the Forties when orphans were cute and well behaved, simply the result of the lack of self-control by the parents.  Read --  Unwanted pregnancy.   Today’s orphanages are stocked with crack-babies and victims of abuse.  

If I had a problem with the movie it was only that people behind this movie made no bones about their pro-choice stance where abortion is concerned.  This very interesting and poignant tale was merely the envelope used to deliver that message.   

But, that’s o.k.  Very few movies, books, songs, or other forms of artwork are produced without their being an underlying message that the creator wishes to share.  Some are just more subtle than others.

Still CHR is well worth the rent..  

