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Session Description

Brainstorming is a popular technique widely used in industries and in business operations.  Although there is no concrete evidence of the superiority of the method over other similar techniques, it was well documented that brain storming sessions improves teamwork, enhances work enjoyment, and boosts morale.   This list of benefits outweighs the debate about the quantitative or qualitative advantages of the method, especially in the academic environment. 

Product design and design modification is an ideal field which can benefit from the diverse ideas generated in a shared problem solving environment.  The instructors at ‘this university', in collaboration with local manufacturers, have successfully applied the method to expose the students to real life problems.  In many instances, theses sessions have generated large number of ideas leading to competing solutions and enthusiasm among students. 

This workshop will introduce the method and run a hands-on session for the participants demonstrating how to run a successful brainstorming sessions with student participants in the product design and development area.  The following outline details the session:

Activity









Time

1.  Presentation on Brainstorming and variations




15 min

2. A video on unorthodox method of Product Design




20 min

3. Discussion on the video







15 min

4. General Introduction of the problem by the owner of a Local Manufacturer

10 min

5. Background Preparation 






15 min

    * i. Coordinator defines concrete goal

    * ii. Demonstrates early preparation

    * iii. Establishes session rules 

6.  Break








15 min

7.  Idea Generation







15 min

8.  Synthesis 








15 min

