Voting and Judging

The chance for kids to view all of their art together, and impartially view and evaluate them, is a very rich part of the lessons.  It serves as summary and motivation.  Even if your school is not having a school wide art show, the top three pieces can still be displayed in a place of honor in or out of the classroom.

The elements of judging that we stressed were:

Blind judging:  you are supposed to judge as if you did not know whose work any of the pieces were.  Of course, you are going to know who made some of them, but for blind judging you pretend you do not.  This means you only vote for your friends’ work if it is really one of the three best, as evaluated by the rubric.  Part of the significance of this is to allow no communication, be it verbal or gesture.  Inspire, encourage and expect independence.

Rubric evaluation:  each lesson has both math and art components.  These are identified for the final project in terms of the goals for the lesson.  It is important for the math art connection to emphasize that both are to be involved in the judging.

Wow factor:  each rubric includes the wow factor.  When you look at the piece, do you think, “Wow!”  This includes how the piece makes you feel, and how original the piece is.  Many students may not be familiar with what original truly means.  Discuss how it means both different and new – something created by the artist.

Procedure:  Invite students into a room where the art has been displayed in some random order, with all the pieces accessible, and no artist identification visible.

