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Cross Cultural Comparison of Veteran Healthcare in the USA and Bangladesh: 
A Student Driven Analysis of Medical Anthropology
ETHNOGRAPHIC SURVEY –USA Phase

Interviewer: ____________________________________________

ID: ______________________
Date: ________________
Time: _______________________ 


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Contact address of the respondent (must be an adult): 
Name: _________________________________________
Mr./Mrs./ Ms. (please circle one)

Street name and number______________________________________________________________________ City: __________________________________________
Zip Code:______________________________

Phone: __________-_________-____________________
UTM (Easting):_______________________
GPS Elevation __________________________________
UTM (Northing):_____________________ 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Hello, my name is _____________________, I am working for Cross Cultural Comparison of Veteran Healthcare in the USA and Bangladesh: A Student Driven Analysis of Medical Anthropology. I will collect socioeconomic data using this survey questionnaire. This study will explore the health status of Veterans in Bangladesh and compare their health status with the Veterans of West Michigan.  The findings will be conveyed to policy makers, related media, and academic professionals.  
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Cross-Cultural Comparison of Veteran Healthcare in the USA and Bangladesh: 
A Student Driven Analysis of Medical Anthropology
ETHNOGRAPHIC SURVEY (USA Phase)





Basic and Survey Information:

1. This interview may be used for documentary and research purposes.  Do we have your permission to film or record you for use in later research?

2. What is your name and how do you spell it?

3. How did you hear about this survey?

4. What made you interested in doing this survey?

Joining the Military: 

1. Why did you join the military? Who motivated you to join?

2. How old were you when you started in the military?

3. What year did you join the military?

4. What branch of the military were you in?
5. Describe your attitude upon entering the military.  Were you excited? Nervous?
Training:
1. Where did your training take place?
2. What jobs were you trained to do?


3. How long were you in training?

4. Were you assessed physically and mentally upon entering training?  If so, how was it assessed?

5. Did you experience any health issues during training? Explain.

6. What was the military’s policy concerning alcohol and tobacco use during training?

7. How did your eating and sleeping habits change once in training?
8. How did your physical activity change once in training? 
9. Where could you go to receive healthcare during training?
10. How good was the healthcare received during training? 

11. Were you assessed physically and mentally prior to leaving training?
12. Did you feel prepared for active duty upon completing training? Explain.

13. Looking back, do you feel training adequately prepared you for active duty? Explain.

14. Are there any other thoughts about training that you would like to share?

Active Service: 

1. Where were you stationed? 

2. How long were you in the service?
3. Did you receive any awards/merits? If so, what are they?

4. What was your final rank?

5. Did you serve during a time of war or conflict? If so, which wars or conflicts?
6. Could you give us a description of the jobs you had to perform while on duty? 
7. What was life like with your unit? Did the unit get along? Did you keep contact with any members of the unit after leaving?

8. Was active service what you expected?   Were there surprises?  Explain.

9. Did you have contact with your loved ones?  Explain how frequently, how it was done, and how this contact affected you. 

10. Did you ever see combat?  

11. Did you suffer any kind of injury or disease while in active duty? Explain.
12. What was the healthcare like in active duty?  How was treatment?
13. What were living conditions like?  Did they contribute to your health in any way?
14. What were your eating/sleeping habits?

15. How did active duty challenge you physically? What specific events or jobs challenged you the most? 
16. How did being on active duty challenge you mentally?  What specific events or jobs challenged you the most?
17. What was the military’s policy concerning alcohol and tobacco use during your time of duty?  Did you use alcohol or tobacco during active duty?
18. How did you deal with stress?

19. Why did you leave active duty?
20. Are there any other thoughts about active service that you would like to share?

Coming Home:

1. What was your experience like coming home? 

2. What was the hardest part about transitioning from active duty to civilian life?

3. What were some of the concerns you had in respect to coming home?
4. Upon returning, did you feel the American public appreciated veterans’ service to the country?  Explain.

5. Did your relationships with family and friends change after returning? Explain

6. Did you find it difficult to interact with society? If so, why?  If not, why not? 
7. What was finding employment after your time serving like?  

8. How did the skills you learned in the military translate to employment?

9. Did you use alcohol or tobacco products after returning home? 

10. How do you feel your experience in the military influenced your decision whether or not to consume alcohol or use tobacco products upon returning home?
11. Did the military provide any physical or mental screening upon returning? Explain

12. Did you have any new health concerns upon returning home? Explain.

13. How did your activity level change upon returning home?
14. How did your eating/sleeping habits change upon returning home? 

15. Are there any other thoughts about coming home that you would like to share?
Health Care:
1. Do you attribute any health problems today to your time in the service? If yes, do you receive treatment for them?  Explain

2. Are you satisfied with your healthcare? Explain

3. Where do you go to receive healthcare?

4. Have you ever been to a VA hospital? Why or why not?

5. Do you use any health benefits or programs provided to you by the government and the military?  If so, which ones?  If not, why?

6. Do you find that applying for and receiving benefits and care from the government is difficult or confusing?  Explain.
7. Do you feel that government and military benefits are adequate for veteran’s needs? Explain.
8. On March 23, 2010, a major healthcare reform bill was passed by Congress called the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.  Are you aware how this reform affects you?  Explain.

9. Are you comfortable with the changes made by this bill?  Explain.

10. How do you feel this bill will affect veterans?  

11. Did your time away from your family and loved ones affect your health?  Explain.

12. Has financial hardship, such as the recent recession, affected your health?  Explain.

13. How does the military handle preventative care, which is care designed to keep health problems away?  Does it offer preventative care?
14. How well does the military inform you of healthy habits? 
15. Overall, how do you feel the military handles the physical needs of veterans? 

16. Overall, how do you feel the military handles the mental/psychological needs of veterans?
17. Has the military at any time given you information on or a screening for mental issues such as Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)/ shell shock?  Explain.

18. Do you feel that mental disorders like PTSD are major problems for veterans today? Explain.  
19. How did being in the military affect your spiritual health?

20. Does the military provide services to ensure spiritual health?

21. Overall, how do you feel the military handles veterans with substance abuse problems? 

22. Do you feel that substance abuse is a major problem for veterans today?  Explain.

23. Does the military offer alternative medicines, such as acupuncture, in its health care plan?  If so, explain. If not, what alternative medicines would you encourage the military to use?  Why?

24. If yes, have you used alternative medicines provided by the military?  Are they effective?

25. How has being in the military positively impacted your health? Explain.
26. Do you have any suggestions or criticisms on the healthcare that is provided for veterans? 

27. Do you know where you can go to voice concerns on veteran healthcare and benefits? Explain.
28. Do you have any other health related comments that you would like to share?

Life Today:
1. Do any of your previous experiences in training or active duty still affect you today? Explain. 

2. Do you participate in any veteran organizations? Do you feel that they are useful?  Explain.
3. How has the treatment you have received from the American public changed over the years?

4. If you could give the future generations advice about the military, what’s the most important thing you’d like them to know?
5. If you could give your fellow veterans advice, what would you tell them?
6. Do you harbor any resentment about your time in the service or as a veteran?
7. If you could change one thing about the military, what would it be?
8. Is there anything else that you would like to share with us about life as a veteran?

Thank You!
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