Would you like to do Fieldwork in the Amazon this summer?  
GPY 499 Independent Research (3 hrs). 
Summer B, 2008.
For more information and application requirements, 

contact Professor Jim Penn   pennji@gvsu.edu
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Tropical agriculture and forestry in the Peruvian Amazon: A fieldwork experience.
GPY 499 Independent Research

3 hr course (3 credits)
Summer Session (B) 2008
This course is composed of three main parts in a six week period: 1. Study and preparation for 2 weeks at the GVSU Allendale campus. 2. A 3 week field experience in the Peruvian Amazon. 3. Data analysis and preparation of oral presentations that will be given at the GVSU Allendale campus.

First, we will examine the research and publications of several authors that work in the lowland forests of northeastern Peruvian Amazon. Most of the studies are classic works that focus on swidden-fallow agroforestry systems, non-timber forest resources and their products, and the cultural diversity and adaptation of ribereño and native societies to different environments and environmental change. Next, we will go to Peru (about 80 miles from the city of Iquitos) and examine these agroforestry systems and forest resources as we conduct fieldwork in support of current field research carried out by Dr. Penn and his Peruvian and North American colleagues. The work will also support an agroforestry project that cultivates species of high ecological and economic value (Proyecto Aguaje) with farmers in the rainforest. Fieldwork will incorporate basic crop diversity and forest inventories, as we learn first hand about the actual composition, structure and environmental and economic conditions of these agroforestry systems and oligarchic forests of reputedly high economic value. The third phase of the course will be the data analysis, written assignment and preparation of student presentations (a GPY 499 requirement) on the lessons we have learned from the field course and how that compares to or supports the findings in the literature. 

Literature and studies in Spanish will be available for students, but you will not be required to speak or read Spanish. However, you will all learn a large number of vernacular terms for the forests, fields, crop, forest and animal species, landforms and local customs. This experience will help prepare you for graduate school or other work in the tropics.

To register: Course seats are limited, and the nature of this work makes it necessary to evaluate student’s preparedness for the course. 

You must write a 1 page essay on exactly why you want to take this course and why you think you will do well in the course. The essay must be turned in to me or sent to my e-mail  pennji@gvsu.edu
You must pick up the registration form for GPY 499 from Dr. Penn.

Please see me for a list of expected costs and materials needed for the course.  I will assist you with advice on travel arrangements, and we will try to travel together as a group. In Peru, we will conduct most of the course on the Tahuayo River, about 80 miles from the city of Iquitos.

All students will be required to obtain travel insurance (see Padnos International Center or the Registrar’s office) and a passport. You will also be required to sign a statement pledging good behavior during the trip to Peru.
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