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location was convenient because it was close to the city. Members could
get to the club easily via the North Park Streetcar line, which was extended
as far north as the Club gate. All Streetcar Company officers were
members. In the agreement with the bank, 58 remaining acres of wheat
were reserved until harvest time and to solve the problem of having to
~Jenn Schaub work around the wheat crop; it was bought by the club.

aside your petty jealousies and spite and work together for the public
good" 1924 Meetings are held the first Tuesday of every month at Pages Hall
Quoted from the Assistant city Attorney S.W. Baker Corner of Plainfield and Quimby. A change of location occurred and
meetings were relocated to Coit Ave and Quimby St.

1931 "The Herald and Merchants of District will sponsor a fairy queen
contest"

Vaudeville, other entertainment, band concerts, circus acts, and center
of activities will be at Plainfield and Coit.

As Creston developed through the years, there's has been some struggle
over property use, specifically with roadways and land surrounding the
Kent Country Club. Owners of the club bought property along the south
side of the Club land (Kent Hills Rd, Sweet St), which served to protect
it from the city's eflorts to develop it. Around 1923, The Citizen's
Association proposed an extension of College Ave to allow for traffic to
the northern business district of Creston. This proposal included turning
the Club into a municipal club but the proposal never made it to the
ballot. Instead, the Club generously offered to donate a site north of
Knapp for the municipal club. Another dispute arose over extending
Sweet Street. The Kent Hills community didn't want to disrupt their
property and so a plan was made to develop the "Keeler property", a
strip of land along the east side of the Club (along Fuller). Public utlities
were allowed through the Keeler lot, but not roads.

. St. Alphonsi
History In Creston N

1931 "HAPPY THRONG OF 6000 ATTENDS CRESTON "
5 year old Ailene Anderson Fairy Queen.

Ad from News paper Clipping BUY GRAND RAPIDS
"PATRONIZE HIM WHO PATRONIZE YOU"

The St. Alphonsis Parish referred to as "St. Al's" by local Crestonites,
was built in 1888 when John Clancy gave sixty thousand dollars for
grounds and the building of the orphan asylum (the first building of the
parish). The first masses were held September 2, 1888, and the
congregation grew steadily; in 1893 it had 225 families and by 1932 it
had 520 families and 414 children in the St. Alphonsis Parish School
system. Presently, the church gives out free hot meals to anyone in the
April 2005 neighborhood on Thursday nights. The parish is different from any other

in town as it is served by the Society of the Redemptorists, a religious
order with a strong social justice agenda.

Weritten by members of the Cwic Studio in Creston
and edited by Rate Aughey of Kinston University in London. Thanks to local residents
~Jenn Schaub and the History Department at the Grand Rapids Public Library.

Schools in Creston

Plainfield School was where Star Collision now has their office. 1912
maps show that Lafayette dead-ended into Quimby and the space occupied
by Lafayette Street at Plainfield was part of this huge old school called
Plainfield school. Further up Plainfield Creston High School used to have
a large green lawn between it and Plainfield Avenue. When you enter
the main (old) entrance (under the 7 gargoyles) The first space in the
main hall is the Library, which used to be an ornate auditorium. The
stage, balcony, wings, and ornate trim can still be seen. The structure still
exists and is used for some storage. The original gym has been split into
offices and classrooms including the art room.

The Creston Citizen's Association Mnne Hale

20s and 30's Rechel 7
-Rachel Jacques
This association is strictly non-partisan and nonsectarian "Its purposes, The Kent Country Club
broadly speaking, are to advance the industrial, economic, educational, . . L -
and recreational interests of the community and to generally promote The country club is the oldest golf club in Michigan, and was built in

: com 1901. Edward Lowe was inspired in 1896 after a trip to the Royal and
glg/ i()i;ig aleulated to the general benefit and welfare of the community Ancient Golf Club in Scotland. His vision was of a place where the

. affluent of Grand Rapids could go to enjoy nature. As the "Countr
From a Letter to Mr. EB 120 Waverly Ave SE City Club", they originallyplcascd prolgacrty atJFi};k Lake on the corner ofy
Plymouth and Wealthy and animals such as deer were supplied to provide
for a natural atmosphere. Members (both men and women) were elected
annually, paying $5 and $2.50 per year respectively ($2.50 = the daily
wage of a furniture factory worker).

30 Sweet Street

Number 30 Sweet NE, is one of the older houses in the neighborhood.
Built in 1890 the house was owned by a John H. Hanrahan. He married
and then had three daughters, one who died quite young. The two
surviving daughters died unmarried and so the family line died with
them. The family lived in that same house for over 50 years. After the
two daughters sold it, it went from owner to owner. Hanrahan worked
at the Reynolds furniture factory and passed away on the sidewalk on his
way home from lunch.

-Becky Siegwart

The Creston Citizen's Association described as the, "Mouth Piece of
15000 people,” has been working on Creston Park, Briggs Park, and
Riverside Park. Along with building a Sidewalk on Knapp just across the
City Limits the sidewalk will be used to access Fair Plains Cemetery. The
Association has also contributed to the building of the Ann Street Bridge,
Leonard Street Bridge, and the Street Car extension

From a Letter

James Richard Secretary,Creston Citizen's Association, 1924

-Paul Wittenbraker with contributions from David Lyons and Helen Lehman

The Civic Studio is a project of the Grand Valley State University department of Art
and Design and operates with the support of the Johnson Center for Philanthropy at
GVSU. The Project in Creston was sited in Creston at the former Aleta’s Rock Shop

fiom 7 houch Amril 2005 The Club bought the farm of Martin Sweet, one of the many farmers
rom fanuary through Apr E

in debt during the 1890s. The Sweet farm was also at the original city
. . boundaries. North of Sweet street was considered outside the city. The
http:/ / civicstudio.org



