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  O. K., call me nuts, but the more a gather information about Finland the more infatuated with the country I become.  Don’t ask me why, just call me nuts..

   Yesterday I met with Marisa Pahlasalo, who is a Grand Valley student and, more importantly, from Finland.  To say I was charmed by this young Nordic woman would be putting it mildly.  She brought me a ton of stuff about and from Finland, then spent over an hour just chatting about the country, its people and its culture.

  By the time she had to leave for work, I was convinced that Americans, at a cultural level, are still a bunch of hillbillies.   Why?

  Because, it is very difficult for us to see beyond the limits of our own backyard.  Americans are typified by our self-indulgent nature and egocentrism.  We talk about our vehicles, our sports teams, our houses, while Europeans talk about ways to enrich their experience of life.  They exude pride in who they are as opposed to what they have.  Material things are important, but not at the expense of things that really matter like tradition and nature and the future.

  Finland is a beautiful country.  Territorially, it is roughly one-and-a-half times the size of Michigan, with approximately half as many people.  The entire northern half of the country is all evergreen forest, while the lower half is studded with thousands of lakes.  The southern and western border is ocean.

  Finland was chosen by Nations Watch as The Least Corrupt Nation in the World.  It’s coins were selected as the most beautiful in the world by people who have time to do that sort of thing.

  I could go on and on, but won’t.  Instead, I’m strongly considering the addition of a Finland page on the Reisterer website.  It really is a neat place…..Finland, that is.  Not the website…. 

